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Vics a misfit
In extreme
fire grants

Bushfire campaigners have gone straight to the top |
to get clarity on Victoria’s fire warning system and |
Australian disaster relief, which they believe are ot __— |
of whack. -

Former Nillumbik Shire counciilor, Belinda Clarkson, &
campaigner for bushfire fuel reduction burning and ade-
quate warnings, and who was present at the bushfire mit--
igation forum in Baimadaie late last year, last week wrote
to Prime Minjster Tony Abbott for a second time.about .
the issue. ' ' B
" In October last year, Ms Clarkson told the Advertiser
thaf if a fir¢ like the Kilmere Bast blaze on Black Satur- ’
day 2009, was sparked at Dargo in the morning, Bairns- -
daie eould face catastrophe by late afternoon. s

And the problem, she said, was the State Government’s
maximum hourly rate of spread for bushfire was severe-
ly vnderestimated,

Wit the Victorian Goverriment's refiance od a maxi-
mum hourly rate of spread of nine kilometres perhour,
there may not be good reason to wam the people of
Bairnsdale to evacnaie,” she said.

“However, with the Federal Govetnmeni stating -the
maximum hourly rate of spread is 24km/h, evacuating
Bairnsdale would be crucial.

In November, Ms.Clarkson wrote to the Prime Minister
asking why Australian taxpayers should pay for & repeat
of Black Samrday’s systemic warning failures in
Victoria, '
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That -letter received a
response from the assis-
- tarit secretary of the Na-
tional  Security Re-
silience Policy Division

(at the request of the

Minister for Justice),
who said uvnder Aus-
tralia’s  constitutional
arrangements, state and
territory  governmtents
had primary responsibili-
ty for emergency man-
agement and for the pro-
tection of life and
property, which included
the management of bush-
fires and public warnings
using the besf science
and modelling available,

Ms Clarkson said that
of critical importance to
other Australian states
and territories, that letter
"confirmed  that

tralia’s

Aus-

tralian djsaster grants

" would effectively make

them pay possibly tens
of billions of dollars,
based on the 2009
Victorian Bushfires
Royal Commission. -

*With the greatest re-
spect, would you please
instruct Victoria that ifs
responsibilify under Aus-
constitutional
arrangements is to use
the best science dvail-

able, and not an apparent -

erroneous constroct of
that science,” she said,
Ms Clarkson said it ap-
peared Viectoria was: in
breach’ of Australia’s
constititional Arrange-

South Wales, Waestern
Australia, Queensland,
South Australia, Tasma-
nia, Northern Territory
and the Australian Capi-
tal Territory be asked to
finance extreme disaster
grants for Victoria?

“As- Prime Minister of
Australta, T believe your
instruction on this matter
is clearly required.”

The letter was also sent
to Opposition Leader
Bill Shorten and ail state
and territory leaders and
opposition leaders.

Ms Clarkson provided
the following as a se-
quence of Victoria’s “ap-
parent erroneous con-

ments on public warning  struct of the best

about extreme bushfires,  science™:

 “If this is indeed the 1. In 2012 the Com-

case, Why should the monwealth Scientific

govcrnmcnts of New and Industrial Research
Balmsdale
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Organisation (CSIRO)
released a paper on
Black Saturday’s Kil:
more Bast extreme bush-
fire, which acknowl-
edged “..high surface
fuel loads, long un-
burnt " and stated

..one could _say the fire
sprcad 24km in an hour”
(2012).

2. The Australian Gov-
ernment “Minister re-
sponsible for the CSIRO,
the Hon Tan Macfarlane
MP, unequivocally con-

firmed the 24km/h figure

with the words “...the fire
spread 24km in an hour”
(August 15, 2014,

3, Victorian Emergency
Management Commis-

-sioner, Craig Lapsley,

then apparently in error
stated “..the firfe speed
increased to 9km/h - the
fastest -1t would get..”
(September 10, 2014y,

4, Former Victorian
Government Minister,
the Hon Kim Wells MP,
Minister for Police and

Emergency Services and

Minister for Bushfire Re-
sponse,  repeated Mr
La_psley’s apparent error
w.a maximum 9kmi/h

bushfire rate of spread”

(November 3, 2014),  «
5. Three of Ausiralia’s
prominent bushfire ex-

perts were independently .

consulted “...wonld you
please advise me on the

rclqvancc of the diffCP

best science

ence between the Victo-
rian” Government’s 9km
and the Australian Gov-
ernment’s 24km  maxi~
mum fire spread in an
hour’ (December 12,
2014),

Roger Underwood one
of Australia’s most re-
spected extreme. bushfire
analysts / commentators
said Victoria “...appears
fo have adopted a wam-
ing system that underes-
timates the rate of pas-
sage of fire by more than
50 per cent...such a seri-
ous inbuilt flaw has the
potential to lead to an
even wotse disaster than
that experienced on
Black Saturday”,

David Packham, inter-
nationally recognised ex-
treme hushfire scientist,
wrote the fire - *,..trans-
formed from. a wind dri-
ven fire fo a convective
fire when it impacted the -
extreme fuel levels...dra-
matically increasing the
speed of the fire”,

Phil Cheney, respected
Australian extreme bush-
fire scientist, wrote”..,
under exireme - fire
weather...convective
processes can generate
wind speeds within the
fire area that are much
higher than the ambient
wind speeds and may re-
sult in a dramatic and un-
predicted escalation of
fire behaviow™,



