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Wammgs
are out

-Balrnsdale resxdents
'could be caught by a
catastrophic ' “bushfire

without tlmely warn- -

ings this sammer.
: Suoh & prediction comes

from former Nillambik

Shire councﬂlor, Belinda
Clarkson, a campaigner

for” bushfire fuél reduc-

fion buriiing, and ade-
quidte wathings.

“Ms Clarkson told the
Advertiser that if a fire

“like the" Kilmore East !

blaze on Black Saturday

2009, was sparked at.

Dargo in the moring,
Baimsdale could. face

catastrophe by iate )

aftemoon T
And-the problem is the

State Government’s max- -
imum . hourly rate of !
spread for bushfire is se-

verely underestimated.

“FWith- the  Victorian
Governmentis: reliance

i hourly

k:lometrcs perhe
may nat be good reason
to ‘warn the people of

: -Balmsda.le to. f:vacuate

she smd

ing the'maxm(mm hourly
rate of spx:ead is 24km/h,

“evicudting Balrnsdale
 would be crucial. -

“Put s1mp1y, inmy opm—
ion Batrnsdale will not be
safe next sumgher ubless

the  Victeriah®~ Govern-

ment makes informed de-
CISIOHS about the rate

system apj_:»ééred o be
based on misinformation.
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cally, a- maxi-

'than haif that of a batfer
inforined Fede.ral ‘Goy-
_emment rmmster §- (Ian :

M Elarkson. réfer-
encéd  a - lefter -from
Emergency Maﬁagc-
ment - Com:mssmner
Craig Lapsléy on Sep-

temb«:: 10, which -ghe

“_i heRoyal'
mission’s top warfung
recommendation w111 be

| mismanaged. .

She - also h1ghhghted
that Mr Lapsley_ hachl;cf-
erense]
formed” quote of “Okm/h
~ the fastest it would
get’.

9km/h bushflrel )

mlsm— :

of ,spread of 44kmfh
That is nearly 500 per
cent. greater tha% your

The Premier responded

on Ng[onday (Scptcmbcr

29)“saying he -hisd ' re-

ferred the malter t Po-
lice and Emergency Ser-
vices ‘Minister, Kim
Wells. Dr Napthine’s re-
sponse did not dismiss
the claims:




