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Time to make
good on burn
advice pledge

WHEN “The nation’s top
bushfire scientist ...” and orig-
inator of the concept of ‘resid-
ual risk’, Professor Kevin
Tolhurst says the Andrew’s
Government are “sneaky bug-
gers”, it confirms, at the highest
level, our predictions about un-
precedented loss of life from

future extreme  bushfires
("Smokescreen”, TWT August
26).

Professor Tolhurst has stat-

ed extreme bushfires are less.

than 1 per cent of all bushfires,
and yet they cause over 90 per
cent of bushfire deaths and

‘damage. His stated opinion

that the Andrews Government
are “sneaky buggers” about
their “residual risk” figures, is
the most damning indictment
possible. This is because it can-
not be dismissed as politically
motivated. I believe he has
been “their man”, for a long
time.

Professor Tolhurst was at
Victoria’s emergency head-
quarters on Black Saturday,
where he predicted the Kil-
more East fire would hit, and
continue through suburban
Melbourne. His prediction was
based on the forecast wind
change coming at 9pm. How-
ever, it arrived early at 6pm,
saving thousands of lives on
negligently unmitigated fuel,
tree covered and blocked
roads. Professor Tolhurst de-
scribed that fire, which was the
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worst killer fire in Australia’s
hjstory-

. the fire front itself can,
for short periods, move devas-
tatingly quickly ... pulsing with

“flashes of fireballs, often in a

circular motion like a hurri-
cane, as the fuel-air mixture
bursts into flame well out from
the fire front”

So when Professor Tolhurst
says the Andrews Govern-
ments are “sneaky buggers”, it
demands an immediate and
proper adoption of the 2009
Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission prescribed burn-
ing recommendation that both
the Coalition and Labor parties
promised Victorians.

Tim Malseed,

President Firestick Estate

inc.

Let's stand up to

bureaucracy chaos

AS T sit back in the “border
bubble” in my home town of
Barham during COVID-19 1
have reflected on the bureau-
cratic mismanagement that is
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“hurting our rural communities.

Decisions are made from

_afar by those who have very lit-

tle knowledge, instead using
computer models to justify
their positions and the funding
they rely on to keep their job.

Over the years I have unfor-
tunately witnessed some of the
worst bureaucratic blunders,
though I must admit the ignor-
ance that led to one farmer
being advised by Service NSW
to fly hay to Sydney before
spending two weeks in quaran-
tine just about takes the cake.

For those in the water space,
the impact of decisions which
are made in isolation by those
with no understanding of local
situations is a national dis-
grace, as are the rural politi-
cians who don’t call it out
because it may threaten their
political career.

-Those unaccustomed to
dealing with our bureaucracy
will laugh at suggestions to fly
sheep to Sydney, and rightly so.
But those of us who have dealt
with this dysfunctional system,
especially over the past 15-20
years, are not surprised.

In water policy I have seen
governments move depart-
ments and their personnel out
of rural towns, and in the pro-
cess they bypass community
consultation and collaboration.
Now, the government’s idea of
“collaboration” is allowing
city-based bureaucrats to invite
submissions, then ignore the
local advice and plough ahead
with their false computer mod-
elling.

This has been the key driver
to the downfall of water policy
that is destroying the environ-
ment, killing our communities
and jeopardising our staple
food industries.

The best projects I was in-
volved in were led from the
ground up with all stake-
holders working together.
Those days are over and now
there are no winners.

But nothing will change
until our local politicians con-
vince their party colleagues to
stand up to the bureaucracy
and protect our future and the
nation’s food supply.

Neil Eagle,
Barham

MDB politics
‘contemptible’

IT IS time Basin States called
the Federal Government and
its agency the Murray Darling
Basin Authority to account.
There is no triple bottom line
balance in the Basin Plan as is
clearly shown in last week’s ar-
ticle (‘River flows rob irrigators’
TWT Aug 26). Currently the
environment has use of 70 per
cent of all basin flows.

The initial intent of the
MDB Plan was to deliver a
healthy working river system,
sustainable food production
and strong regional communi-
ties. The triple bottom line out-
comes of the Plan have been a
monumental failure. Farmers
and business owners in the
MDB are sick to death of the
blatant political agenda that
uses Basin Plan policies to gain
the South Australia vote and
political advantage in Federal
Government. It's nothing short
of contemptible.

- Jan Beer,
Yea
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does not adequately
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fool. We were under-
insured, but not now. It's
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IF THE fedefalﬁo\:&m-
ment wanted to do some
good for the riverand
the comrnumhe’s slong it
they'd have bouight the
water off this farm and
reallocated it to ﬁIVenna
and northern Victorian
dairy farmers and fruit
growers priced out of the
water market by federal
mismanagement
(“Riverina farm fetches
$98m"” Aug 26).

Malcolm
IN the process of all this,
they are destroying the
Murray and Goulburn
Rivers (“"Growers feg|
‘cheated’ by SA water
use™ Aug 26). Rivers
never ran high levelsand
high flows most of the
year. They formed as
flood and famine and'
should be run as such.
The banks need time to
dry out to recover. Trees
need time to heal as well.

Andrew

BETTER stop the water
at the border. If
Victorians can't get in
neither can our water.

Mitch

We see your vision.

A seed is the promise of what's to come. To plant is'to plan: To nurture prospects and cultivate possibilities.

Pacific Seeds is committed to delivering on the promise that seeds hold, so that both your crop and your business flourish.

pacificseeds.com.au

“ Pacific Seeds

Growing possibilities



